INDIA

of them returned to Simla almost unable to sit down as a
result of their unaccustomed exercise on horseback.

After our move to the hotel, Douglas began life in
India for the first time as a married man. During the
early mornings we rode a great deal to exercise his many
ponies, and in the afternoon rode to Annandale, where
Douglas would play a chukker or two of polo. At night we
dined out a good deal, our first dinner being at Viceregal
Lodge. Douglas sat next to Lady Curzon and myself on
the right of the Viceroy. Both were most kind. Lady Curzon
rather especially, for she insisted that after Douglas's de-
parture I should go and stay with them. We went on to a
dance given by Mr. Nathan, the Viceroy's private secretary.
Many farewell parties were given to Their Excellencies at
that time. On their arrival Their Excellencies were received
by their host under an archway of flowers, and the ballroom
and other rooms were decorated with masses of every kind
of flowering creeper. It was evident that Mr. Nathan wanted
to show his appreciation of Lord and Lady Curzon. There
was a lot of formality about how we should go in to supper,
and to my surprise I found myself again on the right of
the Viceroy. I learnt afterwards that a bride on first coming
to India is treated for one year as the guest of honour and
placed at the top of a very exact list as to the seating of
guests. His Excellency talked a lot to those around him and
expressed very openly his personal disgust at the way he
had been treated by both Lord Kitchener and the Govern-
ment at home. On the other hand, Lady Curzon asked most
kindly after Lord Kitchener and mentioned that she had
liked him very much.

I want to point out here Douglas's extraordinary patience
in dining out every night, and staying up late at dances to
please me. As a bachelor, he had rarely dined out (which he
did not mention to me, but I heard so from others), and
certainly he did not go near balls, especially as he could not
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